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Stephanie Siddens, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (Interim) 
Ohio Department of Education 
 
Stephanie K. Siddens, Ph.D., has been selected to lead the Ohio Department of 
Education as the interim state superintendent of public instruction. Dr. 
Siddens has been with the Department since 2006. An advocate for all 
students, Dr. Siddens previously served as the senior executive director of the 
Department's Center for Student Supports. In this role, she oversaw 
implementation of the whole child framework, early learning, special 
education, gifted education, nutrition, prevention education, positive 

behavioral intervention and supports, social and emotional learning, school climate, behavioral health 
and school-based health. In addition, her center implemented programs in support of special student 
populations including students with disabilities, English learners, homeless youth, migrant, foster care 
and justice-involved youth. 
 
Dr. Siddens has more than 26 years of experience in prekindergarten through grade 12 education. She 
served as an administrator for Prince William County Public Schools and Fairfax County Public Schools in 
Virginia. She also served at the College of Wooster and the University of Iowa where she was 
responsible for educational program evaluation, research, assessment and accountability. 
 
Dr. Siddens received her doctorate of philosophy in educational psychology from the University of Iowa 
and a Bachelor's degree in psychology from Coe College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
 
 

Jeremy Anderson, President 
Education Commission of the States 
 
Jeremy Anderson is the president of Education Commission of the States, a 
national education policy organization that serves as a partner to state 
policymakers. In his role, Anderson works with all state education leaders, 
from governors to chief state school officers – from both political parties – to 
provide unbiased information, personalized support and opportunities for 
collaboration. Anderson is committed to helping states create informed 
education policy and better education systems for students, from early 
learning through postsecondary and the workforce. Jeremy is in airports 
more than the office, traveling frequently to visit with Education Commission 

of the States Commissioners and deliver key note presentations around the country. Prior to joining the 
organization in 2012, Jeremy built a strong public service record working with officials in Washington, 
D.C., with many governors and legislators in states and with education policy organizations around the 
country. Some of his accomplishments include providing strategic leadership on education policy design 



and implementation through projects with the National Governors Association, Council of Chief State 
School Officers, National Conference of State Legislatures and other national policy organizations. 
Jeremy has served in multiple policy and governmental affairs roles for governors on state and national 
education initiatives and was directly involved in brokering the bipartisan passage of the largest K-12 
funding investment in Kansas history to avert a shutdown of Kansas schools. Jeremy’s passion for 
education runs deep; he was raised by two amazing teachers in Kansas and his wife is an early learning 
teacher in Colorado where they currently reside with their three children. 
 
 

Brian Sigritz, Director of State Fiscal Studies 
National Association of State Budget Officials 
 
At NASBO, Brian is the author of the State Expenditure Report, a 50-state 
analysis of state spending trends broken down by program area and fund 
source. He also monitors the fiscal outlook of the 50 states while analyzing 
spending and revenue trends and handle activities related to taxes, 
transportation, public-private partnerships, energy, and disaster response. He 

has given over 100 presentations including to budget offices, legislatures, associations and private 
industry, and have appeared on numerous programs including CNN, NBC, Fox News, C-SPAN, and NPR, 
and have been quoted in publications such as the Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, New York 
Times, Associated Press, and Bloomberg. 
 
 

Susan Tave Zelman, Author, Former State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 
The Buying and Selling of American Education 
 
Dr. Susan Zelman was born and raised in the Bronx and is a product of New 
York City Schools. Many of her teachers entered the profession during the 
Depression when teaching jobs were hard to come by. She graduated from 
an all-girls high school and Hunter College. At Hunter, she majored in 
history and minored in political science. Following graduation, she taught 

high school social studies in the New York City schools and then received a fellowship funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education to the University of Michigan to pursue a doctorate in education. She spent 
the next fourteen years of her career as a college professor. She then pursued a career in state 
government as the Associate Commissioner of Education in Massachusetts, Deputy Commissioner of 
Education in Missouri, and State Superintendent for Public Instruction in Ohio. She is the recipient of 
three honorary degrees and numerous awards and grants. 

Dr. Zelman returned to the department in 2013 as Executive Director and then retired from the Ohio 
Department of Education at the end of 2018. She then was senior vice president for education and 
children’s programming at the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. She is currently president of the 
Zelman Education Consulting Group. She has many clients in the field of education technology and 
textbooks. She continues to witness firsthand policy negotiations in education at the federal, state, and 
local levels through her consulting business. 



Susan is also the mother of three children and grandmother of seven. As she has 
observed her grandchildren’s education, especially during the COVID pandemic, she 
has gotten depressed. She feels that their education can be so such more exciting 
and challenging. She worries whether our current public education system is 
adequately preparing children for a future that we cannot even imagine and senses 
that their world will be more difficult than we have experienced. In The Buying and 
Selling of American Education: Reimagining a System of Schools for All Children, Dr. 
Zelman takes a bold look at the timely examination of the history of education in the 
United States and proposes a controversial remodel of our current policy. The result 
is a challenging but necessary blueprint for action that extends beyond the political 
realm and into communities, families, and civil society. 
 
 
 
 


